The Coming Civilization
circles can doubt that in those circles there are signs
of a purging of heart, a much more virile discontent
with denominational deficiencies, a genuine attempt
to carry out constructive reforms.
This change of heart may have come too late.
In secular as well as ecclesiastical history, reforms
have frequently come too late. It may be that the
breach between the world and institutional religion
yawns so  deep  that reconciliation is  no  longer
feasible.  Probably you  cannot bring yourself to
imagine that, however Christian an outlook the new
civilization might adopt, people will begin once
more to subscribe to the creeds, or postpone their
Sunday excursion into the country until they have
attended Morning Service. All the machinery of
observance which conformity to orthodoxy entails
seems to you to belong to a past tradition, a tradition
to which the mass of people will never again return.
And what causes you to despair of the orthodox
mentality is that it can only conceive of a return
to Christianity in that form. You suspect that in the
eyes of the Churchman a Christian revival means
nothing else than a revival of the old paraphernalia,
that he has not the imagination to look beyond his
Sunday Schools  and choir practices and regular
parochial routine, so as to conceive that a Christian
revival might express itself through some entirely
different medium.
Let us assume that your impressions are justified.
The only comment I have made upon them has been
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